BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE
Land Use Board
Meeting Minutes
 Monday, August 7, 2017


The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Vincent DiCicco who advised that the notice of the meeting had been advertised by sending notice to the two legal newspapers (South Jersey Time and Courier Post), in addition to posting notices. The Pledge of Allegiance then took place.

Attendance was taken by Secretary O’Hara with the following in attendance: Solicitor Thompson, Chairman DiCicco, Board Members: Raymond Berry, Dawn Leamy, Chuck Murtaugh and Brian Waters. Absent- George Baker, Travis Lawrence, John Louis, Dennis Morina, Bruce Nordaby, Mayor Welsh, and Michael Hillman.

A motion to approve the meeting minutes of July 3, 2017 was made by Board Member Leamy and seconded by Board Member Berry. Board Member Murtaugh abstained due to not being at the prior meeting. The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote.


OLD BUSINESS:  Request on behalf of Mantua Urban Renewal Associates, LP to change the location of utilities. Block 73, Lots 6 & 7, 1000-1002 Westville, NJ 08093

Candace Kanaplue from Bach Associates stated that they have been speaking with the applicant regarding the location change of the utilities. She stated they did not want to have to go through the process of getting a DEP permit because it will slow down the project and are currently having engineering studies done now to see if they can still do the other street (Walnut St), but hook back in to the existing out fall (Ambler St). Candace stated that if changing the location of the utilities is feasible, Bach Associates finds it to be acceptable and can be done administratively which will not require a full amended site plan. She stated the survey is being conducted now and it should be a few more weeks until they know the outcome. If the change is not feasible than they are going to go with the original plan. Solicitor Thompson stated that if this is an administrative decision, the applicant would not have to notify the public or come back for a formal hearing, but formal submission would be required with review from the engineer.


NEW BUSINESS:  Application on behalf of Brian G. Tait, Sr., for 241 and 243 Edgewater Avenue. Block 59, Lots 19 & 20. Proposing Relief Lot Consolidation with Bulk Variances.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Solicitor Thompson advised that the first step for this application would be completeness and Brian Tait (property owner), Robert Stout (Engineer) and board professionals were sworn in by Solicitor Thompson. Solicitor Thompson asked the professionals if there were any issues regarding completeness of the application. Candace Kanaplue reviewed Bach’s letter for the completeness of the application. Solicitor Thompson stated that if the board concurs then a motion would be made to deem the application complete with testimony presented by Mr. Stout that there are no easements that would need to be placed on the plan and a waiver for completeness purposes only as to location and identification of immediate adjoining property owners with the right of the board to make this a condition of any approval to be granted by the board. A motion to deem the application complete was made by Board Member Murtaugh and seconded by Board Member Waters. The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote.
NEW BUSINESS: (continued)

Applicant Brian Tait of 241 and 243 Edgewater Avenue gave a detailed testimony regarding his property and what his plans are to expand. He wishes to have a garage for his classic cars and expand his family home. Mr. Tait went through each item of his presentation and explained to the board what will be done on both properties. Mr. Tait provided the board with exhibits of visuals, locations, measurements, and other detailed information regarding his plans. Board Member Murtaugh asked Mr. Tait how he is going to go about demolition. Candace Kanaplue of Bach Associates asked if the garage will have any plumbing or electric which Mr. Tait answered there will be. Candace asked that as a part of the approval if the board approves, Mr. Tait would be willing to say there will be no living space permitted in the garage, which Mr. Tait agreed.

Mr. Tait’s Engineer, Robert Stout, gave a brief summary of his qualifications for giving expert testimony. With no questions from the board, Mr. Stout gave a detailed testimony regarding the property area, variances, coverage and setbacks. Mr. Stout also touched on the look of the new garage, stating it would have a residential appearance. Candace Kanaplue stated although it is a permitted layout, the way the ordinance is worded, a front yard setback is required even though the garage is an accessory structure. 

Candace Kanaplue reviewed the variances and setbacks in great detail from Bach Associate’s review letter dated June 26, 2017. Bach Associate’s Engineer Anthony reviewed the engineering comments in detail regarding the structure and proposed plans.

Board Member Murtaugh inquired about the distance between Mr. Tait’s home and his neighbors and also asked what the outside coverings of the building will be. Mr. Tait stated the material will be fire retardant.  

Chairman DiCicco opened the meeting to the public, with no one in attendance, a motion to close the public portion of the meeting was made by Board Member Murtaugh and seconded by Board Member Berry. The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote.

Mr. Karcich, Mr. Tait’s representative, gave a brief summary of the proposed plans before ending the testimony for Mr. Tait’s application.

Solicitor Thompson stated that if the board is in agreement with the request for relief by the applicant, the motion would be to approve the consolidation of lots 19 & 20 with required variances. A motion to approve the application was made by Board Member Berry and seconded by Board Member Murtaugh. The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote.


REPORTS OF SUB COMMITTEE: Application for 601 Ryan Avenue, Unit C, “Prompt Care” a homecare company (Storage & Office Space) approved as permitted use. Advised C/O is needed.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Chairman DiCicco opened the meeting to the public, with no one in attendance, the public portion was closed. 

COMMUNICATIONS:  No Communications

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Board Member Berry and seconded by Board Member Leamy. The motion was approved and the meeting ended at 7:58 p.m.



Respectively Submitted,



Nicole L. O’Hara
Secretary, Land Use Board

