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Mayor Welsh called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
The Clerk read the public notice and roll call was taken, with the following persons in 
attendance: 
Present: Mayor Russell W. Welsh, Jr., Council President Michael O. Ledrich, 

Council Members: Paul C. Mailley, Donna Moan, Charles D. Murtaugh 
and Fritz H. Sims, Jr. 

 Administrator William J. Bittner, Jr., Municipal Clerk/Tax Collector 
Christine A. Helder, Public Works Manager Donna Domico, Engineer 
Jon Bryson, Chief William Whinna and Solicitor Timothy Scaffidi  

 
Absent: Councilman William C. Rebel, Jr.  
 
A motion to approve the November 9, 2015 regular and Executive Session Meeting Minutes 
was made by Councilman Sims and seconded by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion was 
unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES FOR NOVEMBER 
A motion to approve the reports, as submitted, was made by Councilwoman Moan and 
seconded by Councilman Mailley.  Motion was unanimously approved by voice vote.    

 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:  No comments received. 
 
Nancy Fonzel of Cherry Hill, New Jersey stated she was representing the Humane Society 
and Best Friends Animal Sanctuary’s Puppy Mill Project.  Ms. Fonzel thanked Mayor and 
Counsel for considering the passage of Ordinance No. 9-2015 to prevent the sale of puppy 
and cat mill animals in Westville.  Ms. Fonzel further stated the Borough of Westville will be 
joining other municipalities in South Jersey and those towns that will follow Westville’s 
lead to make a difference for animals whose lives are adversely affected by puppy and cat 
mills.   
 
Mayor Welsh presented the Oath of Office to Special Law Enforcement Officer (SLEO II) 
Joseph E. Craig. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 
Public Hearing On: 
 
 ORDINANCE NO. 9-2015 ~ RESTRICTING THE SALE OF DOGS AND CATS FROM 

PET SHOPS   (Reasonable regulations to reduce costs to the Borough and its residents, 
protect the citizens of the Borough who may purchase cats or dogs from a pet shop or other 
business establishment, help prevent inhumane breeding conditions, promote community 
awareness of animal welfare, and foster a more humane environment in the Borough.) 
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OLD BUSINESS:  (Continued) 
 

A motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Councilman Murtaugh and 
seconded by Councilman Sims.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote.   A motion 
to close the meeting to the public was made by Councilwoman Moan and seconded by 
Councilman Mailley.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 

 
Motion to approve Ordinance No. 9-2015 was made by Councilman Mailley and 
seconded by Councilwoman Moan.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 
 Flooding & Train Issues: 
Administrator Bittner advised updates on the Train issues and information on the “Sale of 
Property” will be provided during the Executive Session of the meeting. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
  
 RESOLUTION NO. 124-2015 ~ AUTHORIZING APPROPRIATION OF TRANSFERS  

Motion to approve Resolution No. 124-2015 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilman Mailley.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 RESOLUTION NO. 125-2015 ~ CANCELATION OF 2015 UNEXPENDED BUDGET 

APPROPRIATIONS   
Motion to approve Resolution No. 125-2015 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilwoman Moan.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 RESOLUTION NO. 126-2015 ~ AUTHORIZING DISALLOWANCES FOR SENIOR 

CITIZEN/WIDOW/DISABILITY DEDUCTIONS IN 2015  
Motion to approve Resolution No. 126-2015 was made by Councilman Murtaugh and 
seconded by Councilman Mailley.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 RESOLUTION NO. 127-2015 ~ AUTHORIZING END OF YEAR CREDITS FOR SENIOR 

CITIZEN/WIDOW/DISABILITY DEDUCTIONS GRANTED IN 2015 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 127-2015 was made by Councilman Murtaugh and 
seconded by Councilman Mailley.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 128-2015 ~ IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION PROJECT FOR THE BRIDGE SUPERSTRUCTURE 
REPLACEMENT NJ ROUTE 47 OVER I-295 STRUCTURE #0815-150 

 
Administrator Bittner advised he attended a public information session and found that 
this project will completely replace the 295 bridge over Delsea Drive and will be 
completed in two phases.  Administrator Bittner further advised the project has not been 
designed so there will be no activity for another three (3) to four (4) years. 

 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 128-2015 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilwoman Moan.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  (Continued) 
 
 RESOLUTION NO. 129-2015 ~ AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF A PAYMENT 

FROM WATER ACCOUNT NO. 1376 FOR BLOCK 87, LOT 3, TO THE SEWER 
ACCOUNT (At the request of the homeowner.) 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 129-2015 was made by Councilwoman Moan and 
seconded by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 

 RESULTS of Bids received by the Clerk on December 4, 2014 for 2015 Water Purification:     

 COYNE CHEMICAL  BKM RESOURCES 
Calcium Hypochlorite 
 (AccuTab SI Tablets) 

$114.19/pail 
(55 lb. pail) 

$217.36/pail 
(55 lb. pail) 

Coagulant 
(CES PAC1 900S) 

$233.11/drum 
(560 lb. drum) 

No Bids Received 

  
 RESOLUTION NO. 130-2015 ~ AWARDING THE LOWEST BID FOR CALCIUM 

HYPOCHLORITE TABLETS FOR 2016 TO COYNE CHEMICAL $114.19/pail (55 lb. pail) 
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 130-2015 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilman Mailley.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 RESOLUTION NO. 131-2015 ~   AWARDING THE LOWEST BID FOR COAGULANT 

(CES-PAC1 900S) FOR 2016 TO COYNE CHEMICAL $233.11/drum 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 131-2015 was made by Councilman Sims and seconded 
by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 132-2015 ~ AUTHORIZING THE WATER CLERK TO TRANSFER 
MULTIPLE ONLINE PAYMENT CHECKS RECEIVED IN THE MAIL FROM THE 
WATER ACCOUNT TO THE SEWER ACCOUNT 

  
Account  Address   Amount 
171  421 Woodbine Avenue $  21.12 
523  300 Elm Street   $106.82 
977  Asset Backed Securities $  97.27 

  771   37 Oak Avenue  $  82.06 
                 1367  27 Avon Avenue  $101.34 

  
Motion to approve Resolution No. 132-2015 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE AND THE COUNTY OF 

GLOUCESTER FOR MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE TO PREVENT ALCOHOLISM AND 
DRUG ABUSE 
Motion to approve the Agreement was made by Council President Ledrich and seconded 
by Councilman Mailley.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  (Continued) 

 
 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE AND THE COUNTY OF 

GLOUCESTER FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
A motion  to defer the Agreement to the Fire District for review was made by Council 
President Ledrich and seconded by Councilwoman Moan.  Motion unanimously approved 
by voice vote. 
 

 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE AND THE COUNTY OF 
GLOUCESTER OUTLINING THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COUNTY AND THE 
BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE REGARDING THE NEW COUNTYWIDE 700 MHZ 
RADIO SYSTEM THAT WILL BE PROVIDED, AT NO COST, TO FIRST RESPONDERS 
IN ALL GLOUCESTER COUNTY JURISDICTIONS 

 
Chief Whinna advised the Police Department is up and running and are pleased with the 
system. 
A motion to approve the Agreement was made by Councilman Murtaugh and seconded 
by Councilman Mailley.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 DISCUSSION of sale of Public Works 1986 Ford Packer Trash Truck to the Borough of 

Woodbury Heights for $500. 
 

Public Works Manager Domico reported that a bid at the auction submitted was too 
low to accept and the item was not sold.  Public Works Manager Domico advised the 
truck is old and needs work and the Borough of Woodbury Heights needs a back-up 
truck.  Councilman Sims advised the Committee met with Public Works Manager 
Domico and agree with her recommendation. 

 
 RESOLUTION NO. 133-2015 ~ AUTHORIZING SALE OF ONE (1) 1986 FORD 

PACKER TRASH TRUCK TO THE BOROUGH OF WOODBURY HEIGHTS FOR $500.   
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 133-2015 was made by Councilman Murtaugh and 
seconded by Councilman Mailley.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 LETTER from Gloucester County Freeholder Director Damminger and Freeholder 

Simmons asking Mayor Welsh to appoint an individual to represent the Borough on the 
2016 Municipal Economic Development Council. 

 
Mayor Welsh advised he will look for a volunteer. 
 

 LETTER of support for Bill A4763 regarding Electronic Waste Management.  (The 
Gloucester County Improvement Authority Office of Recycling is asking 
Municipalities to send a letter to certain elected officials to aid in the electronic waste 
recycling effort, i.e. to provide County residents with a convenient and free e-waste 
collection program.) 

 
Public Works Manager Domico advised the problems with electronic recycling that are 
occurring and asked the Borough to support the County’s initiative.   
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NEW BUSINESS:  (Continued) 
 
 REQUEST from Paul Marraffa of the South Jersey Eagles (14u) to use the baseball field 

from mid-March to mid-July on Wednesdays and Saturdays or Sundays. 
 

Council President Ledrich stated the motion would be to deny the request and advised 
there were no Westville residents on the team; the request was seconded by Councilman 
Murtaugh.    Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 

MONEY COLLECTED BY CLERK FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER: 
Police $64.91 
Rent $1175.00 
Death Certificates $245.00 
Marriage Applications $28.00 
Certified Copies-Marriage Licenses $30.00 
Street Opening $10.00 
TOTAL $1552.91 

 
 
BILLS & VOUCHERS:  
The Clerk advised that the List of Bills was posted in the Hallway. 
 
A motion to dispense with reading of the bills was made by Councilwoman Moan and  
seconded by Councilman Mailley.   Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
A motion to pay all bills and vouchers that were in order, was made by Councilman Mailley 
and seconded by Councilwoman Moan.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

1. Letter of Resignation from Patrolman Michael Mangiaracina, effective December 1, 
2015 was received.  A motion to accept the letter of resignation was made by Council 
President Ledrich and seconded by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion unanimously approved by 
voice vote. 

2. Letter from Public Works employee John R. Cifuni, was received advising of his 
retirement, effective January 31, 2016. A motion to accept the letter of resignation was 
made by Councilman Murtaugh and seconded by Councilwoman Moan.  Motion unanimously 
approved by voice vote. 

3. Letter from Ruth Schmidt was received, resigning from her volunteer position as 
Library Trustee, effective November 8, 2015. Clerk Helder advised Ms. Schmidt resigned 
from her Library volunteer position because she was assessed, by the State, a $100 penalty for 
not completing the Financial Disclosure Statement. A motion to accept the letter of resignation 
was made by Council President Ledrich and seconded by Councilman Mailley.  Motion 
unanimously approved by voice vote. Mayor Welsh advised he will be looking for a volunteer 
to fill this position. 
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COMMUNICATIONS:  (Continued) 
 

 
4. Letter was received from Robert Kunkle resigning from his position as part-time 

Construction, Electrical, Building and Housing official, effective December 30, 2015.  
A motion to accept the letter of resignation was made by Councilman Murtaugh and seconded 
by Councilman Sims.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 

5. Letter was received from Bruce Nordaby resigning from his position as Chairman of 
the Land Use Board, effective December 31, 2015. A motion to accept the letter of 
resignation was made by Councilman Murtaugh and seconded by Councilman Mailley.  
Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 

6. Letter from the Superior Court of New Jersey advising of approval for the 2016 
Budget Proposal submitted by Judge Thomas North and Amanda Cubbler 

7. Letter from The Humane Society to Mayor and Council supporting Ordinance 9-2015 
“Restricting the Sale of Dogs and Cats from Pet Shops” 

8. Letter from Assemblywoman Patricia Egan Jones regarding the Borough’s Ordinance 
and Resolution establishing a policy restricting pet shops 

9. Letter from resident William R. Brody, 1028 Broadway, regarding OPRA requests 
10. Gloucester County Utilities Authority Meeting Minutes from October 14, 2015 
11. Notice from PSEG regarding approval of electric base rate adjustments pursuant to 

the energy strong program 
12. Letter from the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

regarding Freshwater Wetlands General Permit to Evergreen Resources Management 
Operations 

13. Letter from the NJ Environmental Infrastructure Trust regarding the refunding of 
Bond Series 2015A-R1 

14. Letter from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection regarding the 
closing of the contract with Beckett Enterprises specific to the Water Storage Tank 
Modifications project 

15. Letter from Federici & Akin regarding the Resurfacing & Safety Improvements to 
Crown Point Road Project-Submission of Pre-Construction Meeting Minute 

16. Letter from Federici & Akin to CFO Bruno asking for approval of payment voucher 
for Resurfacing & Safety Improvements to Crown Point Road project 

17. Letter from Elizabeth Capoferri, Supervisor of Ancora Psychiatric Hospital asking for 
items for residents 

18. Letter from Flow Tech detailing the November 2015 Quarterly Calibration Report 
19. Letter from Environmental Commission regarding the results of  “Make a Difference 

Day” that was held on October 24, 2015 
20. GCUA 2016 Operating Budget 
21. GCUA Public Hearing on Proposed Rate Schedule 
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PUBLIC PORTION OF THE MEETING:   Mayor Welsh advised those in attendance, wanting 
to address Mayor and Council, to speak into the microphone and to provide their name and 
address.  Mayor Welsh also advised audience members there is a five (5) minute time limit. 
 
 Kimberly Kidd, 24 Walnut Street discussed standing water issues on her street and a 

water main patch repair that was completed five (5) years ago.  Ms. Kidd’s concern is that 
the standing water in the street during the summer months becomes stagnate and during 
the cold months, freezes and the issue is especially problematic in front of her house.  
Mayor Welsh advised there are options that can be discussed by the Department Heads.  
Public Works Manager Domico commented on fixes that were done previously and 
Administrator Bittner advised there are options.  Public Works Manager Domico 
discussed permitting a winter hook-up that will allow water to drain into the Sanitary 
Sewer System during the winter months to reduce the slipping hazard. Administrator 
Bittner advised the Borough will have to do something, in the interest of public safety, to 
accomplish those fixes and he commented to Ms. Kidd that she can look to the Borough 
to be talking about the fixes before the cold weather sets in.  Additional discussion took 
place regarding the water drainage in the Borough. 

 
Council President Ledrich asked about the progress of the Borough’s pursuit of funds 
through the Department of Transportation regarding drainage issues.  Public Works 
Manager Domico responded that a pre-application has to be submitted and 
Administrator Bittner advised he’s waiting for the new debt to hit the re-bonding the 
Borough just completed and commented the Borough will be in a better position at the 
beginning of the year to look at this issue.   Additional funding options were discussed. 
 

 Joyce Lovell, 328 Summit Avenue inquired about the DOT information session 
concerning the Bridge over 295 Project and she commented about the spiders at the 
Butterfly Garden. 

 
CLOSING COMMENTS FROM MAYOR/COUNCIL/DEPARTMENT HEADS: 
 
 Chief Whinna wished everyone a good Christmas and Happy New Year 
 Councilwoman Moan wished meeting attendees a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

and thanked everyone for their assistance with the Tree Lighting Ceremony and 
announced the winners of the Best Decorator Home and Business awards. 

 
Best Decorated Home    

1st Place Winner    640 River Drive, Jeffrey Stefan 
2nd Place Winner  153 E. Olive Street, DiPonziano Family 
3rd Place Winner  144 Locust Avenue, Jim & Suzanne Totani 
 

Best Decorated Business 
1st  Place Winner  158 Broadway, Speranza (Dave Strano)   
2nd Place Winner  200 Broadway, Preferred Water Treatment (Hudson Brice) 
3rd Place    154-156 Broadway, Lola’s Menagerie (Linda Orsuto & Cheryl Smola) 
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CLOSING COMMENTS FROM MAYOR/COUNCIL/DEPARTMENT HEADS:  (Continued) 
 
 Council President Ledrich wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 Clerk Helder wished everyone a Merry Christmas 
 Councilman Sims wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 Councilman Murtaugh wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and 

advised the Democrat Committee would be donating additional monies to the Tree 
Lighting Ceremony.  Councilman Murtaugh discussed the sign at the Football Field in 
memory of Herb Neilio and commented a few of Mr. Neilio’s former players redid the 
sign at the field with changes and advised some members of Mr. Neilio’s family did not 
like the changes.  To honor the family’s wishes, Councilman Murtaugh made a motion to 
have the sign redone to its original format, the motion was seconded by Council 
President Ledrich.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 Engineer Bryson advised the Olive Street Traffic Light was repaired and he had a 
meeting with Think Pavers regarding the Crown Point Road project. 

 Public Works Manager Domico thanked Lynmar Builders for their Christmas donations 
for less fortunate children.   Public Works Manager Domico asked for permission not to 
do a double route of trash on Christmas Eve (Thursday) but rather do a double route on 
Monday.  Mayor and Council agreed to the request.   

 Mayor Welsh advised all business was taken care of at tonight’s meeting so the 
December 29th “clean up” meeting was canceled and he thanked Clerk Helder, 
Administrator Bittner and CFO Bruno for getting all the items on the agenda. 

 Mayor Welsh discussed the email that was distributed by Clerk Helder regarding the 
potential reinstatement of authority to license and regulate rental properties.  Mayor 
Welsh advised Housing Official Dennis Morina testified before the Assembly regarding 
the Bill and his comments were well received.  

 Mayor Welsh advised Department Heads he made arrangements to have lunch delivered 
on Tuesday for them and their employees.  Mayor Welsh also wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 
 MUNICIPAL CLERK HELDER READ RESOLUTION NO. 134-2015 ~ AUTHORIZING 

AN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS MATTERS WITHIN THE PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT AND THE SALE OF BOROUGH PROPERTY 

 
A motion to approve Resolution No. 134-2015 was made by Council President Ledrich  
and seconded by Councilwoman Moan.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     Time In:  7:41 p.m.            Time Out:  7:47 p.m. 
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 CFO Bruno reported on the status of the budget and stated he is trying to hold onto the 

surplus monies.  CFO Bruno advised the police salaries are up about $200,000 and the 
reason is that National Park money was absorbing a lot of the expenses.  CFO Bruno 
stated “because the Borough lost the revenue, it has to be absorbed into the budget”.  He 
further stated that if the Borough could raise the taxes to the tune of $300,000 without the 
cap, that could be discussed but that’s not an option.  CFO Bruno commented that they 
have to look at the remaining expenses that were part of the National Park operation to 
see if the Borough wants to sustain them.  Mayor Welsh asked what the Borough is 
carrying over from National Park and Administrator Bittner advised that some of the 
National Park money may have been used to offset insurance costs and the extra money 
would have been used to fund other department expenses.  Administrator Bittner advised 
some cost savings totaling $160,000, were taken this year by laying off two police officers.  
Administrator Bittner stated the Police Department requested to maintain 12 officers and 
that the salaries for all Borough employees will be the same as they were in 2015.  
Administrator Bittner confirmed $300,000 must be cut from the budget.  Discussion took 
place regarding potential reduction of staff and step and/or promotion salary increases.  
CFO Bruno advised there is one million dollars in surplus.  General discussion took place 
regarding the budget and replacing the surplus and the possibility of increasing sewer 
fees.  Discussion also took place on staying more diligent with respect to collecting Sewer 
and Water fees, the current procedure for collecting delinquent fees, increasing taxes, 
how to increase revenue and how to cut expenses.  CFO Bruno stated that to keep the 
surplus, he needs $275,000 for the 2016 budget. 

 
 Motion to appoint Phil Zimm as Acting Construction Official, if needed, effective 

January 1, 2016 made by Councilman Murtaugh and seconded by Councilman Sims.  
Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
 Motion to permit a local support group use of the Community Center made by 

Councilman Sims and seconded by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion unanimously 
approved by voice vote. 

 
Mayor Welsh stated he was addressing his comments to the Department Heads after 
conversations he and Council President Ledrich had with members of Council.   

 
 Mayor Welsh advised he was concerned about the $300,000 budget deficit and the fact 

that he and Council have been asking for budget information since October and that 
communications between Department Heads was lacking.   

 Mayor Welsh stated he had concerns about the accuracy of the agenda and the lateness in 
paying certain invoices.  He expressed his concern about a donation of $10,000 towards 
downtown plants. 

  Also, the delay in getting the lights on Broadway fixed and Borough buildings being 
cleaned out.  Mayor Welsh expressed his displeasure with the way the Borough Auction 
was managed. 

 He talked about properties that could be cleaned up and sold.   
 He stated his desire to formalize plans to manage water shut-offs.   
 Mayor Welsh advised these are not new issues and reminded Department Heads that 

weekly reports are required and expressed his desire that all Department Heads will 
work and communicate better in 2016. 
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A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Council President Ledrich and seconded 
by Councilwoman Moan.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 p.m.    
 
 

Respectively Submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Christine A. Helder 
CMC/Municipal Clerk 

 
 
 

Next meeting scheduled for January 4, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
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