
BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE 
Regular Council Meeting 

114 Crown Point Road 
March 14, 2012 ~ 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes 
 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Welsh at 7:04 p.m. and the Salute and Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag then took place.   
 
The Clerk read the notice that this meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the 
provisions of the “Open Public Meetings Act” by sending notice to the Gloucester County Times 
of Woodbury, NJ and the Courier Post of Camden, NJ. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Mayor Russell W. Welsh, Jr., Council President Michael O. Ledrich, Council 

Members:  Colleen T. Archer, Charles D. Murtaugh, William C. Packer, III, 
William C. Rebel and Fritz H. Sims 

Also Present: Administrator William J. Bittner, Jr., Municipal Clerk/Tax Collector 
Christine A. Helder, Public Works Manager Donna Domico, Captain 
William Whinna and Engineer Norman Rodgers 

Absent: Chief Fred Lederer   
 
The meeting minutes of February 8, 2012 were approved on a motion made by Councilwoman 
Archer and seconded by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY  - No comments received from the Public. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  Councilman Packer asked Engineer Rodgers for an explanation of the 
charges associated with the Water Meters and other projects.  Engineer Rodgers stated the charges 
are associated with inspections and Change Orders as well as requests for reimbursements.  
Further discussion took place regarding billable hours by the Borough Engineer.  Motion to accept 
the reports, as submitted, was made by Councilwoman Archer and seconded by Councilman 
Rebel.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 

PROCLAMATION:  Mayor Welsh read a Proclamation honoring the Westville Lions Club for 
85 Years of Service 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Kevin Thompson, Public Relations Representative from Sunoco Logistics discussed the trains 
moving through the Borough to the Sunoco facility.  Councilman Murtaugh noted that trains were 
moving through town during rush hours and asked Mr. Thompson if the trains could come 
through at night.  Mr. Thompson mentioned that Sunoco Logistics orders a train from the railroad 
and unfortunately does not have control on when it arrives but stated he would discuss this issue 
with the railroad to see if they could schedule the trains during the evening hours.  Further 
discussion took place on the investments and improvements scheduled to be made to the Sunoco 
facility. Councilman Sims mentioned Borough Ordinance 262 regarding railroad crossings being 
blocked so asked if the Solicitor could look at this Ordinance  to see if anything could be enforced.   
Additional discussion took place on the rail system and boat traffic specific to the Sunoco facility. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Public Hearing 

 ORDINANCE NO. 2-2012 ~ ESTABLISHING THE POSITION OF PART TIME POLICE 
OFFICER IN THE BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE 

      
A motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilwoman Archer.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote.  No 
comment received from the Public.  Motion to close the meeting to the public was made by 
Councilman Rebel and seconded by Council President Ledrich.  Motion unanimously approved 
by voice vote. 

 
 

 ORDINANCE NO. 2-2012 ~ESTABLISHING THE POSITION OF PART TIME POLICE  
OFFICER IN THE BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE  

A motion to approve Ordinance No. 2-2012 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilwoman Archer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 

Introduction of: 
 

 ORDINANCE NO. 3-2012 ~ ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

Public hearing to be held April 11, 2012 
 

A motion to approve Ordinance No. 3-2012 was made by Councilman Sims and seconded by 
Councilman Packer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  Administrator Bittner 
will provide a response to questions raised by Councilman Fritz about items on the budget 
prior to the next meeting.   

 
 
Introduction of: 

 ORDINANCE NO. 4-2012  ~ REGULATING THE SALE OF PRECIOUS METALS 
     Public hearing to be held April 11, 2012 
 
Comment: Administrator Bittner provided details on the Ordinance and Solicitor Scaffidi 
commented that in 2011 the County Prosecutor sent information around to the towns to 
heighten awareness of this issue.  
 
A motion to approve Ordinance No. 4-2012 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilman Rebel.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Meeting Minutes 

____________________________________________________________
  P a g e  | 605|           March 14, 2012 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  (Continued) 

 
 RESOLUTION NO. 47-2012 ~ AUTHORIZING WILLIAM J. BITTNER, JR., BOROUGH 

ADMINISTRATOR TO APPLY FOR A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
(CDBG) FOR THE INSTALLATION OF AN ELEVATOR TO PROVIDE HANDICAPPED 
ACCESSIBILITY TO THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AND FOR THE PURCHASE AND 
INSTALLATION OF PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

Comment:  Administrator Bittner stated municipalities may be limited to $50,000 per project 
and the installation of the elevator at 165 Broadway may cost $100,000.  Additionally 
Administrator Bittner stated Public Works Manager Domico suggested they replace the 
playground equipment at Woodbine Avenue and install new equipment at Galbraith Park.  
Discussion took place on the type of playground equipment that could be purchased. 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 47-2012 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilman Rebel.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 48-2012 ~ APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 FOR THE CONTRACT 
WITH BECKETT ENTERPRISES, INC. FOR THE WATER TANK MODIFICATIONS 
EXTENDING THE CONTRACT TIME BY 149 DAYS FOR BOTH SUBSTANTIAL AND 
FINAL COMPLETION.  NO CHANGE IN THE CONTRACT PRICE 

Comment:  Engineer Rodgers mentioned the Borough is under-budget for the Water Filter 
Project.  Public Works Manager Domico stated she spoke with the Tank painter contractor who 
stated he plans to complete the project on time; however, Public Works Manager Domico 
commented if the painting contractor is delayed and can’t start the project until mid May and 
finish by June 30th, she stated the painting will then be moved to the Fall.  Further discussion 
took place regarding the painting of the Tower, possible complications that could be caused by 
the hot humid weather and penalties that could be assessed due to delays. 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 48-2012 was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilman Packer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 49-2012 ~ REFUNDING A TAX OVERPAYMENT DUE TO A 
HOMESTEAD TAX REBATE FOR BLOCK 83, LOT 24, 124 E. OLIVE STREET, ROBERT 
ROTHFUSS (Totally Disabled Veteran) 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 49-2012 was made by Councilman Murtaugh and 
seconded by Councilman Packer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 50-2012 ~ AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A CONTRACT WITH 
INTERNATIONAL FIREWORKS (for 2012 Independence Day Celebration) 
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NEW BUSINESS:  (Continued) 

Comment:  Mayor Welsh asked “if the location of the Fireworks display changed, would it 
affect the contract”.  Public Works Manager Domico stated only the date, time and amount and 
not location would affect the contract.  Public Works Manager Domico also confirmed she 
solicited quotes from other fireworks companies and was waiting for the information.  Public 
Works Manager Domico also stated if the location changed, the company would have to come 
out to inspect the new site. 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 50-2012 was made by Councilman Murtaugh and 
seconded by Councilman Packer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  

 

 2012 USED AUTO SALES LICENSE.  The application for the business listed below was 
approved by both the Police and Fire Departments.   

• American Auto World (108 Broadway) 
 
A motion to approve the license was made by Councilman Murtaugh and seconded by 
Councilman Packer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  

 
 

 2012 AMUSEMENT LICENSES.  The applications for the businesses listed below were 
approved by both the Police and Fire Departments.   
• Grabbe’s 
• Cousins  Irish Pub 
• Tower Tavern 
• Gateway Diner 

 
A motion to approve the licenses was made by Councilwoman Archer and seconded by 
Councilman Rebel.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  

 
 2012 Limousine Driver License Applications for Zark Limousine 

 
 2012 Limousine Business Applications for Zark Limousine 

 
A motion to approve the Drivers licenses and Business Applications was made by Councilman 
Sims and seconded by Councilman Packer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 

 REQUEST from Patrolman Anthony J. Garbarino, for a waiver of his medical insurance offered 
by the Borough and reimbursement. 

 
A motion to approve Patrolman Garbarino’s request was made by Councilman Murtaugh and 
seconded by Councilwoman Archer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 

 SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT with the Township of Deptford and the Borough of 
Westville for Certified Tax Collector.  (Tabled for Executive Session) 
 

 DISCUSSION of possible creation of Parking Authority 
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NEW BUSINESS:  (Continued) 

 

Mayor Welsh stated he had conversations with Administrator Bittner concerning the parking 
issues in front of some businesses and homes and suggested they create a Parking Authority 
individual.  Hearing no opposition from Council Members, Mayor Welsh stated Administrator 
Bittner would put some information together on this issue for further review. 

 

 DISCUSSION on proposed Ordinance for Business Registration 

Administrator Bittner remarked that currently in Westville business applications are only 
reviewed by the Planning Board to insure the business complies with the Zoning and Planning 
Regulations so that they can obtain a Certificate of Occupancy.  Administrator Bittner 
commented a Business Registration Ordinance would require businesses to register with the 
Borough before they can operate their business.  Administrator Bittner further stated the 
purpose is identify the business so that the information can be shared with both the Police and 
Fire Departments as well as having the opportunity to review what kind of business will be 
conducted.  Administrator Bittner suggested that, if adopted, there would be no fee for the first 
year but that a fee (to be determined by Council) could be charged for subsequent years.  
Councilman Rebel expressed his concern that the fee not be too high to avoid deterring 
businesses from coming into town.  Further discussion took place on the current procedures 
for opening a business within the Borough.  The issue will be discussed at the April 11, 2012 
meeting with input from Solicitor Scaffidi. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:     
   Citizen Leadership Forms received for the Environmental Commission 
 Resignation letter from Special Law Enforcement Officer Lou Piscopo.  (Municipal Clerk 

Helder read the letter.) 
A motion to Accept the letter of resignation was made by Council President Ledrich and 
seconded by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote.  

 Thank you letter from residents John Keller and Bani Lariche to the Police Department.  
(Municipal Clerk Helder read the letter.) 

 Letter from Gloucester County regarding using the services of the County Architect, Alan 
Koch.  (Councilman Rebel asked if anyone had any ideas for the Architect and Public Works 
Manager Domico suggested he be asked to review 165 Broadway and she volunteered to 
contact the Architect.) 

 Letter from DVRPC regarding Open Space and Natural Resource Planning Services for 
Municipalities 

 Meeting Minutes from Gloucester County Utilities Authority 
 Letter from the Westville Lions Club regarding upcoming events and usage of the Den and 

vicinity.   
 Notifications from the County of Gloucester regarding sale of properties in the Township of 

Harrison 
 NJ Transit Corporation Fiscal Year 2012 Request for Federal Financial Assistance 
 Application for Modified Freshwater Wetlands Statewide General Permit #2 For Installation of 

New Natural Gas Distribution Mains in Public Rights-of-Way 
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MONEY COLLECTED BY THE CLERK FEBRUARY:  

Police Reports $50.25 
Rent $1,075.00 
Amusement Games Licenses $740.00 
Used Car Licenses $450.00 
Street Opening $30.00 
Miscellaneous $22.90 
Marriage License $28.00 
Certified Marriage $20.00 
Death Certificates $250.00 
TOTAL  $2,666.15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BILLS & VOUCHERS: 
The Clerk advised that the list of bills was posted in the foyer. 
 
A motion to dispense with reading of the bills was made by Councilwoman Archer and seconded 
by Councilman Rebel.   Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
A motion to pay all bills and vouchers that were in order was made by Councilman Rebel and 
seconded by Councilwoman Archer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  (Time Limit 5 minutes) 

 Joan Fish, 109 Poplar Avenue asked if anything could be done about the properties around her 
home (1 is boarded up due to a fire and the other has Tyvek wrapping).  Administrator Bittner 
stated he would pass the information along to Housing & Code Enforcement Officer Wasson. 

 James Radler, 228 West Olive Street asked if the new assessments would affect the Fire 
District’s budget and he also asked if the Borough would consider supporting the move of the 
Fire District Elections to November.  Mayor Welsh indicated that Westville is in support of 
that move and Administrator Bittner provided a comment that there’s not enough room on the 
ballot (e.g. Presidential elections, State, County School, Fire District and then Public 
Questions) to make it comprehensible so that’s an issue currently being reviewed.   
Councilman Sims invited Mr. Radler to attend the Fire Commissions’ meeting that’s held the 
2nd Tuesday of every month.  Discussion took place on taxes and the recent tax assessments. 

 Pastor Glen Doughty, The Bible Church of Westville, 307 Delsea Drive, asked about the 
Memorial Day Service.  Mayor Welsh stated Council was going into Executive Session so he 
was welcome to wait for them to return, if not, Mayor Welsh stated he would contact him at a 
later date. 

 Joyce Lovell, 328 Summit Avenue commented she was pleased Mayor and Council planned to 
improve the playground.   Ms. Lovell, also commented the County Architect was very good 
and asked if she could be supplied with the names of the individuals who applied to the 
Environmental Commission.  Mayor Welsh supplied the names of Lia Domico and Jean Pierre 
Lapeyre. 
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COMMENTS FROM GOVERNING BODY & DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 Public Works Manager Domico stated the Water Tower project was proceeding as planned and 
that the Borough may see some savings on the purchase of chemicals.  Public Works Manager 
Domico also asked Mayor and Council to permit her to investigate the use of storage water 
tanks to use while the Water Tank is being painted.   Public Works Manager Domico indicated 
that she reviewed this option with Engineer Rodgers to determine that funds are available and 
if necessary she would request a Change Order.  Discussion took place regarding other options 
(e.g. water supplied by Deptford or Bellmawr) and it was determined that this is the most 
effective since it would eliminate Water Department staff working overtime and would allow 
the plant to rest and would not impede the Fire Department needs.  Further discussion took 
place on the needs of the Water Department while the tank is being painted. 

 Municipal Clerk Helder commented she received a letter from the Director of the Office of the 
Tax Assessor which stated a member of the County Assessor’s office will visit the Borough 
office once a month (2nd Tuesday of each month in the morning) to obtain building permits, 
correspondence and connect with the Tax Collector.  Discussion took place on the upcoming 
Tax Sale scheduled for Friday, April 13, 2012 and the County Assessor position. 

 Councilman Rebel welcomed the Westville Municipal Office to the downtown area and 
acknowledged Administrator Bittner for the coordination of the move. 

 Administrator Bittner thanked both the office staff and Public Works employees for a job well 
done and feels that the presence of the Municipal staff and the police stopping by the office 
has a positive effect on the area.   

 Administrator Bittner stated due to the assessments and tax rate, he and Chief Financial 
Officer Bruno were not comfortable submitting the budget at this time so reached out to the 
State to request an extension that was approved.  Administrator Bittner stated a 2nd meeting 
will have to be held the end of March to work on the budget. 

 Administrator Bittner stated permits were ready to move onto the next phase of 165 Broadway 
and for the demolition of 1035 Broadway.    Administrator Bittner provided information on the 
possibility of having volunteers complete some of the construction.  Discussion took place on 
the demolition of 1035 Broadway which is scheduled for June and for the future use of the 
building as a Community Center and the heating system. 

 Mayor Welsh stated he received a plaque from the Westville Gator Football organization 
thanking Mayor and Council for their support. 

 Mayor Welsh commented he was walking around the pond and while no one was playing 
basketball there was quite a bit of trash and asked the Parks Committee to consider relocating 
the courts. 
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COMMENTS FROM GOVERNING BODY & DEPARTMENT HEADS:  (Continued) 

 Mayor Welsh stated, with Council’s approval, he wanted to appoint Lia Domico (resident) and 
Jean Pierre Lapeyre (Westville Business Owner) to the Environmental Commission.  Municipal 
Clerk Helder expressed her concern that Jean Pierre did not live in town; therefore the request 
was not in compliance with the Ordinance entitled “Ordinance of the Borough of Westville 
Creating an Environmental Commission of the Borough of Westville, County of Gloucester 
and State of New Jersey” which requires members to be Westville residents.  Joyce Lovell 
stated Mr. Lapeyre could be an associate member which does not require residency.  Mayor 
Welsh stated pending Solicitor’s verification of Ms. Lovell’s information, he’ll make the 
appointment of Mr. Lapeyre as an Associate Member. 

 Mayor Welsh asked Captain Whinna to speak with Mr. Nictora regarding why most of the 
police car repairs are now being completed by another service provider.  

 Mayor Welsh thanked everyone for their support on the passing of his Mother. 

Clerk Helder read Resolution No. 51-2012 to go into an Executive Session to discuss Personnel 
matters within the Police Department, Pending Litigation-Rental Ordinance, Shared Services, 
Contract Negotiations and Discussion of the Personnel Policy. 

Motion to go into a Closed Executive Session was made by Councilman Packer and seconded by 
Councilman Murtaugh.  The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 

Time In:  8:50 p.m. 
Time Out:  10:21 p.m. 
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 52-2012 ~ APPROVING SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD AND THE BOROUGH OF WESTVILLE FOR A TAX 
COLLECTOR 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 52-2012 was made by Councilman Sims and seconded by 
Councilman Rebel.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 53-2012 ~ AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE HEALTH 
BENEFITS PROGRAM OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY  

A motion to approve Resolution No. 53-2012 was made by Councilman Sims and seconded by 
Councilman Rebel.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 

Solicitor Scaffidi led the discussion on the amendment of the Personnel Policy which includes the 
revision of Sections One and Four.  Solicitor Scaffidi suggested the changes be made by 
Ordinance because it is a policy that currently exists so it would be an “Ordinance to amend, etc.”.   
Solicitor Scaffidi provided information on the title of the Ordinance and suggested that the 
Ordinance language could be “cleaned up” before the next meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  (Continued) 
 
Introduction of: 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 5-2012 ~ ORDINANCE AMENDING PERSONNEL POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES, SECTION ONE:  POLICIES RELATING TO EMPLOYEE RIGHTS AND 
OBLIGATIONS AND SECTION FOUR:  COMPENSATION AND EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
POLICIES HEALTH INSURANCE POLICY 

Public hearing to be held April 11, 2012 
 
A motion to approve Ordinance No. 5-2012 was made by Councilman Rebel and seconded by 
Councilman Sims.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
DISCUSSION of Memorial Day Services (Monday, May 28th at 10:30 a.m.).  Council President 
Ledrich stated the service performed by Revered Doughty includes prayer and music.  Discussion 
took place on the individuals who should be invited to attend and the type of service that should 
be conducted and who should be responsible for organizing the event.  It was suggested that the 
Lions Club sponsor the event so Councilman Packer volunteered to bring it up at the next Lions 
Club meeting.  Mayor Welsh stated he would reach out to Jack Shiverdaker (Westville resident 
and former VFW State Commander) for suggestions he may have on organizing the Memorial Day 
Service. 
 
DISCUSSION of Borough Celebrations.  (Independence Day Celebration - Saturday, June 30, 2012).  
Councilman Rebel discussed the location of the Celebration with the Crafters being located at the 
Pond and the Fireworks and Boat Parade at River Drive.  Councilman Packer stated the Lions Club 
would provide food at the Pond and then other food vendors could be located on River Drive for 
the Fireworks.  Councilman Rebel suggested Homemade crafts from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Pond 
and then starting at dusk, Fireworks at River Drive.  Further discussion about the Fireworks 
display and Boat Parade took place as well as limiting private food vendors to River Drive while 
the Lions Club, Fire Department and Athletic Associations would be able to sell food at the Pond. 
 
A motion to approve moving the Crafters to the Pond and keeping the Fireworks at River Drive 
was made by Councilman Rebel and seconded by Councilman Packer.    
 
Meeting Adjournment Time: 10:57 p.m. 
 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
 
 
 
Christine A. Helder, CMC 
Registered Municipal Clerk 
 

Next regularly scheduled meeting April 11, 2012 
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