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The meeting was called to order by Mayor Welsh at 7:00 p.m. and the Salute and Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag then took place.   
 
The Clerk read the notice that this meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the 
provisions of the “Open Public Meetings Act” by sending notice to the Gloucester County Times of 
Woodbury, NJ and the Courier Post of Camden, NJ. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Mayor Russell W. Welsh, Jr., Council President Michael O. Ledrich, Council 

Members:  Colleen T. Archer, Charles D. Murtaugh, William C. Packer, III,  
William C. Rebel and Fritz H. Sims 

Also Present: Administrator William J. Bittner, Jr., Municipal Clerk/Tax Collector Christine 
A. Helder, Public Works Manager Donna Domico, Captain William Whinna  

 
The meeting minutes of December 28, 2011 and January 3, 2012 were approved on a motion made 
by Councilman Packer and seconded by Councilwoman Archer.  Motion unanimously approved by 
voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

 Joyce Lovell, 328 Summit Avenue asked for clarification on the letter received from South 
Jersey Healthcare regarding the merger of Underwood Memorial Hospital.  Mayor Welsh stated 
he believed the two hospitals were merging.  Ms. Lovell also mentioned the letter from 
Remington & Vernick and the Mayor commented it was for informational purposes only. 

Hearing no other comments, this portion of the meeting was closed to the public. 

 

Committee Reports.  Motion to accept the reports, as submitted, was made by Council President 
Ledrich and seconded by Councilman Murtaugh.  Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Introduction of: 
 ORDINANCE NO. 1-2012 ~ AMENDING CHAPTER 205, ARTICLE XI “DOWNTOWN 

PRESERVATION” Committee 
   Public hearing to be held February 8, 2012 
 
A motion to approve Ordinance No. 1-2012 was made by Councilman Packer and seconded by 
Councilman Rebel.    Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.   

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 30-2012 ~ SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY REGIONAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
FUND INDEMNITY AND TRUST AGREEMENT  
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NEW BUSINESS:  (Continued) 

Comment:   Mayor Welsh asked Administrator Bittner for his input and Administrator Bittner 
stated this was required when the Borough first entered into South Jersey Health Insurance 
Program but they neglected to give the Resolution to the Borough.  Administrator Bittner 
further commented he’s investigating the possibility of moving into the State health benefits 
program and he’ll make a recommendation at the next meeting after he discusses the issue with 
the Personnel committee. 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 30-2012 was made by Councilman Packer and seconded by 
Councilman Rebel.    Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.   

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 31-2012 ~ CREDITING WATER ACCOUNTS DUE TO METER READING 
MULTIPLIER ERRORS AS A RESULT OF SOFTWARE INCAPABILITY 

   Address   Amount 

   512 River Drive  $ 170.55 
   212 E. Olive Street  $ 816.16 
 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 31-2012 was made by Councilman Rebel and seconded by 
Councilman Packer.    Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.   

 
 COMMUNICATIONS:     

 
 Gloucester County Utilities Authority Meeting Minutes – November 9, 2011 
 Letter from South Jersey Healthcare regarding merger with Underwood Memorial Hospital 
 Letter from Remington & Vernick regarding Freshwater Wetland Permit Application for the 

GCUA 
 

 
BILLS & VOUCHERS: 
 
The Clerk advised that the list of bills was posted in the foyer. 
 
A motion to dispense with reading of the bills was made by Councilman Rebel and seconded by 
Councilman Packer.   Motion unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
A motion to pay all bills and vouchers that were in order was made by Council President Ledrich 
and seconded by Councilwoman Archer.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.   

Mayor Welsh stated he was deviating from the Agenda to allow the Chair, Councilman Rebel,  of 
the newly formed “New Borough Hall” committee to report.  Councilman Rebel stated the 
Committee met on Monday evening to discuss renovations.  Councilman Rebel stated Rob Miller 
was asked to join the committee due to his extensive Project Management experience and 
construction background.  Discussion took place on changes made to the current plans.    
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  (Time Limit 5 minutes) 

James Radler, 228 West Olive Street stated he still has concerns about the speeding that’s occurring 
on West Olive Street.   

 

COMMENTS FROM GOVERNING BODY & DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 Public Works Manager Domico stated Deptford successfully fed Westville water while the 
water gate valve was repaired.   

 Councilman Murtaugh asked if Westville could submit the County Mutual Aid Resolution.  
Administrator Bittner confirmed this agreement is needed to enable other towns to assist the 
Borough’s Police and Fire Departments, if needed.    Solicitor Scaffidi stated every municipality 
is required to have the Mutual Aid Agreement. 

 RESOLUTION NO. 32-2012 ~ AUTHORIZING MEMBERSHIP IN A MUTUAL AID AND 
ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH PARTICIPATING UNITS 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 32-2012 was made by Councilman Murtaugh and 
seconded by Councilman Sims.    Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.   
 

 Municipal Clerk Helder commented a Rabies Clinic is scheduled for January 28th and Public 
Works Manager Domico will put the information on the sign at Almonesson. 

 Councilman Packer asked Public Works Manager Domico if they were able to put salt in the 
Brine tank and she commented that it was scheduled to be tested the following evening. 

 Councilman Sims stated the Personnel Committee needed an Executive Session for contract 
negotiations.  

 Mayor Welsh stated he was adding Administrator Bittner and Rob Miller to the Borough Hall 
Committee.  

Clerk Helder read Resolution No. 33-2012 to go into an Executive Session to discuss Personnel 
matters and contract negotiations within the Police Department and proposed Shared Services 
Agreement for the Tax Collector. 

Motion to go into a Closed Executive Session was made by Councilman Sims and seconded by 
Councilman Murtaugh.  The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 

Time In:  7:16 p.m.  Time Out:  8:32p.m.   

The Council Meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 

 
Respectively Submitted, 
 
 
 
Christina A. Helder, CMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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